European Capitals Silent 
On Proposal to Cut Forces 


There was no official reac- 
tion yesterday from Bonn, 
.London or Paris on the sena- 
torial proposal to cut Ameri- 
can forces in Europe, but the 
suggestion appeared likely to 
have its biggest effect in West 
Germany. 

/ Bruce van Voorst in a spe- 
cial dispatch from Bonn re- 
ported that Social Democratic 
Deputy Karl Wienand, vice 
-chairman of the Bundestag’s 
Defense Committee told him 
that “the report, whether or 


not it has the backing of the 
Administration, will most cer- 
tainly be introduced into the 
(committed) talks as further 
evidence that (Defense Minis- 
ter Kai-uwe) von Hassel has 
simply not been in step with 
developments in the Western 
alliance.” 

Von Hassel has been under 
fire because of the resignation 
of top military leaders. Wie- 
nand contended that he either 
does not grasp these develop- 
ments “or won’t be honest 
with the German public about 
it.” 

The opposition Social Demo- 
crats hope to make political 
capital from von Hassel’s trou- 
bles. The closest thing to an 
official comment was the re- 


mark of a government source 
that “the only official word 
we have from the Americans 
is (Defense Secretary Robert 
S.) McNamara’s comment that 
troops strength at the end of 
1966 will be back up to the 
spring figure of 225,000.” 

Vap Voorst said this source 
later added that there was 
concern at Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk’s remark earlier in 
the week rejecting the idea of 
withdrawals but adding that 
cutbacks in any case are “ 4 . 
NATO matter and involve 
consultation with our allies.” 
This was being taken, he re- 
ported, -as indicating Rusk and 
McNamara were about to 
raise the possibility of a with- 
drawal. 


